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As students head back to school, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) recommends following the 
same layered prevention strategies that were remarkably effective at controlling COVID-19 last 
school year: 

• Strongly recommend vaccinations for staff and eligible students. Vaccines are our best tool to 
protect students and prevent the spread of the virus. 

• Wearing masks. Masks have been proven to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of 
the virus. Ohio researchers conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped 
control the spread of the virus in Ohio schools. ODH strongly recommends that those who are 
unvaccinated wear masks while in school. 

• Additional measures including improving ventilation, maximizing distance between people, and 
practicing good hygiene, among others. 

Consistent implementation of these core prevention measures helped limit the spread of COVID-19 
in the classroom during the 2020-21 academic year. Continuing to follow these recommendations 
will protect students as much as possible

Ohio Department of Health
COVID-19 Health Prevention Guidance



Universal indoor masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors inside 
K-12 school properties, regardless of vaccination status.  This means that 
everyone should be wearing a mask inside any of our school properties 
before, during, and after school.  Similar to last year, athletes will not be 
asked to compete in a mask for indoor sports.

Masking Protocol



School buses will continue to require masks.

Under current federal orders and accompanying guidance, students and staff are required to wear 
masks on school buses, whether vaccinated or not, until January 18, 2022. 

School Buses

https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=1d3a749111&u=46b9982a825bb2bfd09ad0352&id=24d61a1204


•  Physical distancing:  Physical distancing will be recommended whenever possible. 

•  Handwashing: Handwashing will be emphasized throughout the school day. Hand sanitizers 
will be placed throughout the buildings and students will be encouraged to sanitize their hands 
when entering and again when leaving a classroom. Cough and sneeze etiquette will be taught, 
monitored, and reinforced. 

•  Contact tracing: Contact tracing will occur based upon CPH guidance for all highly infectious 
diseases. District nurses have all been trained in this process. 

•  Diagnostic and screening testing: Worthington City Schools will continue to have testing and 
screening supplies at nursing clinics. The district will strategically utilize test kits for COVID concerns in 
order to keep students safely in school as much as possible. 

District Protocols



•  Vaccinations: The district will continue to encourage faculty, staff, and students to be 
vaccinated. The district is willing to serve as a host site as vaccinations are available.  

•  Accommodations for children with disabilities: The district will build a health plan to meet 
the unique health needs of students who need them. This could include home instruction or 
further mitigation efforts in the school setting. 

•  Masks: Universal indoor masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors inside K-12 
school properties, regardless of vaccination status.  This means that everyone should be 
wearing a mask inside any of our school properties before, during, and after school.  Similar to 
last year, athletes will not be asked to compete in a mask for indoor sports. Preschool masks 
are strongly recommended.  Under federal order, masks must be worn on school buses.

District Protocols (cont.)
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